UVAC Response to the Tomlinson Report

Statement from Professor Simon Roodhouse, Chief Executive of the University Vocational Awards Council (UVAC):

Congratulations to Mike Tomlinson and the Working Group on 14-19 Reform for getting us to the starting gate on the road to equal status for vocational routes into further and higher education.  UVAC is encouraged by the report’s recognition that more work is required on the detail.  In particular, there is important work to be done in considering the way in which vocational routes will articulate with foundation degrees and other HE vocational provision.  The overall proposition also needs to relate the ongoing development of graduate apprenticeships, although we very much welcome the promise to incorporate foundation and advanced modern apprenticeship into the overall diploma proposal.

This report heralds an exciting time of change and opportunity.  However, higher education will have to work hard to adapt in order to respond to its proposal.  As the HE and FE champion of vocational learning for employability and personal fulfilment, UVAC is well placed to assist in this process.  We look forward to cooperating with Mike Tomlinson and his team as they finalise their recommendations over the coming weeks.

Professor David Melville, Chair of the University Vocational Awards Council; Vice Chancellor of the University of Kent; and member of the Tomlinson Working Group on 14-19 reformed added:

“The key to the future of vocational higher education is a proper framework for vocational education from age 14 in our schools and colleges.  I am delighted that the proposed diploma structure puts this previously unsolved task at its heart.”
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